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 The United States Capitol has housed the U.S. Congress for 
200 years and is internationally recognized to embody the ideals of 
American representative government. Begun in 1793, the Capitol has 
been built, burnt, rebuilt, extended, and restored. Today it stands as 
a monument not only to its builders but to the American people and 
their government. 
 Based on Greek and Roman architectural styles, the Capitol 
covers four acres, contains 16.5 acres of floor space, is 751 feet long 
and at its greatest width 350 feet. It towers 287 ½ feet from the base 
to the tip of the Statue of Freedom atop the cast iron  dome. The Capi-
tol contains many works of art depicting the history of the United 
States,  the world’s foremost democratic republic.
  From the single rectangular shape, begun in 1793 that became 
the seat of the national legislature in 1800 for a country of 5 million. 
Today’s strikingly domed building has become the most recognized 
government building in the world. 
 The United States Capitol Historical Society is chartered by 
Congress to educate the public about the Capitol, its Congress and 
the people who work there. Part of the mission is performed through 
the quarterly newsletters available to you at  a nominal shipping fee 
of $5.95.
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